Letter to George W. Bush
1. Split up into groups of two, one person being from Computer Applications and one being from Government. Take turns reading the excerpts below to one another. (If you have trouble reading, choose a partner who is a good reader.)  After one person gets done reading, the other person should explain, in his or her own words, what President Bush was talking about in the passage that was just read.  After you have read the passage, read the question listed underneath it. You and your partner are to then discuss the question. It is ok if you both don’t agree on the answer, but you should be able to state your case and provide reasons for believing what you do. Write your responses in the space provided.  

2. Your task is to then write a letter to George W. Bush telling him your feelings on the issues you just read about and discussed. Tell him how you feel about the issue and give him reasons why you feel the way you do.  Even though you may feel very passionate about the issues, be respectful. President Bush is, after all, the president. 


Be sure to use proper open punctuation, full-block letter format. Also, be very careful with your spelling and grammar. When you are done with your letter, let your partner proofread it. Fix all errors that are found.
The address of the White House is:

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20500

The computer applications students should know the format for writing a letter. Use the provided rubric to make sure you satisfy the requirements of the assignment. Staple your responses to the questions to your letter to President Bush and submit it per your teacher’s instruction.
Excerpts from President Bush’s 2005 State of the Union Address
On Marriage

“Government is not the source of these values, but government should never undermine them.

Because marriage is a sacred institution and the foundation of society, it should not be redefined by activist judges. For the good of families, children and society, I support a constitutional amendment to protect the institution of marriage.”
Question: What did President Bush mean by protecting “the institution of marriage?” Who are the activists that Bush is talking about? Do you agree or disagree with Bush’s stance?
On Stem Cell Research
“To build a culture of life, we must also ensure that scientific advances always serve human dignity, not take advantage of some lives for the benefit of others.

We should all be able to agree on some clear standards. I will work with Congress to ensure that human embryos are not created for experimentation or grown for body parts and that human life is never bought or sold as a commodity.

America will continue to lead the world in medical research that is ambitious, aggressive and always ethical.”
Question: President Bush is talking about stem cell research when he mentions the embryos. What exactly is stem cell research? (Use google.com or yahoo.com to find the answer if you don’t know.)   Do you agree or disagree with Bush’s stance on stem cell research? Why or why not?

On Invading Iran

“Today, Iran remains the world's primary state sponsor of terror -- pursuing nuclear weapons while depriving its people of the freedom they seek and deserve.

We are working with European allies to make clear to the Iranian regime that it must give up its uranium enrichment program and any plutonium reprocessing and end its support for terror.

And to the Iranian people, I say tonight: As you stand for your own liberty, America stands with you.

Our generational commitment to the advance of freedom, especially in the Middle East, is now being tested and honored in Iraq. That country is a vital front in the war on terror, which is why the terrorists have chosen to make a stand there.”
Question: President Bush is apparently looking to invade Iran as a way of stopping terrorism. Do you agree with this move? Why or why not?

Rubric for Government/Computer Applications Integrated Project

	Item
	Points Awarded
	Points Possible

	Responses to the excerpts are present.
	
	5

	Response to the excerpts attempt to explain the reasoning behind the response.
	
	15

	Responses address the concept of the greatest good.
	
	10

	Responses support or defend the President’s policies. 
	
	10

	Discussion between partners are relevant and productive.
	
	10

	The letter is based on the responses given in the discussion prompts.
	
	10

	The margins for the letter are set correctly.
	
	10

	The President’s address is formatted correctly.
	 
	10

	The salutation is present and correct.
	 
	5

	The letter contains an introduction.
	
	10

	Spacing between paragraphs are correct.
	
	10

	The letter contains a conclusion.
	
	10

	The complementary closure is present and correct.
	
	5

	The signature and sender’s address is present and correct.
	
	5

	There are a minimum of spelling errors.
	
	10

	There are a minimum of grammar errors.
	
	10

	Total Points
	
	145


