INTERDISCIPLINARY LESSON PLAN
	Name: Jerry Smith & Social Studies Teacher
	Date: 6-18-2005
	Grade Level: 11-12th

	School: Breathitt ATC
	# of S’s: 35
	# of IEPs: 0

	Subject: Computer Applications/Government
	Major Content: Business/Social Studies
	Lesson Length: 120 minutes

	Unit Title: Cases of Conflicting Rights
	Time: 1:15 pm


Context

Our government is continuously faced with maintaining the greatest good.  Often, the greatest good is not so apparent.  Everyday, the President of the United States must make decisions based on what he thinks is the greatest good.  In this lesson, the Government students will work with the Computer Applications students to write a letter to President Bush in response to his 2005 State of the Union address. In the letter, the students should explain how they feel about some of his decisions effecting the definition of the greater good. 
Objectives

At the end of this lesson, students should be able to:
1. Evaluate the President’s point of view.

2. Intelligently discuss the pros and cons of the President’s choices.

3. Compose a letter in good form explaining their opinions of the President’s actions.
Connections:
Kentucky Academic Expectations

1.11
Students write using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and information to different audiences for different purposes.

The students will be writing letters in good form to express themselves.
1.16
Students use computers and other kinds of technology to collect, organize, and communicate information and ideas.

Students will be using the computer to compose the letter.
2.14 
Students understand the democratic principles of justice, equality, responsibility, and freedom and apply them to real-life situations.


Students will use a pertinent, current event and formulate opinions about it while thinking about the factors mentioned in this standard.
2.15 
Students can accurately describe various forms of government and analyze issues that relate to the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democracy.


The issues covered in this lesson are related to the responsibilities of our government and the many issues that affect the executive branch’s decisions.
Kentucky Program of Studies

SS-H-G0-GC-5 Students will understand the democratic principles of liberty, justice, individual human dignity, the rules of law, and how they relate to our society.
Business Education – Computer Applications POS: use a word processing program to create, save, print, modify, spell-check, and grammar-check a simple document

NBEA Standards
ISS 7  
Use touch keyboarding skills to enter and manipulate text and data.

ISS 8  
Select and use word processing, desktop publishing, database, spreadsheet, presentation graphics, multimedia, and imaging software and industry-and subject-specific software.
SCANS Standards
C5 Acquires and Evaluates Information
C8 Uses Computers to Process Information
C9 Participates as a Member of a Team
C19 Applies Technology to Task
F1 Reading

F2 Writing

F12 Reasoning
Kentucky Administrative Support Skill Standards

OF Demonstrate basic computer skills
OF001
Key documents
OF015 Match software to work on hand

OF016
Create a template using word processing software

Resources, Media, and Technology

Worksheets
Writing Utensil

Computer

MS Word

Printer

Procedures

I. 
INTRODUCTION
The President is often forced to make decisions based on what he thinks is best for the country. In his 2005 State of the Union address, President Bush set forth some of those decisions. Working with a partner, you will read some excerpts from this address and decide how you feel about President Bush’s decisions.  You will then write a letter to the President in open-punctuation full-block format.
1. The Social Studies teacher should introduce/review the concept of the greatest good and its impact on society and the government’s decisions.
2. Distribute the worksheets (attached).

3. Both teachers should go over the instructions.

4. The students should then be given time to discuss, as instructed by the worksheets.

5. When the discussions are coming to a close, Mr. Smith will review the format for a business letter using the FBLA format guide.

6. The students will then type their letters, helping one another and proofreading as necessary.

7. The higher order thinking and open-response questions will be posed to the class before dismissal.

8. The Social Studies teacher will collect his/her students’ products and return to his/her class. 

Student Assessment

The provided rubric will be used as the criteria for formative assessment.  Summative assessment will take place with the writing of a similar letter dealing with personal rights. The personal rights issue should be something found in current events.
Higher order thinking:  Why is it so hard to create policies that everyone thinks is good? Explain your answer.
Open-response question: Did you and your partner agree? Based on this discussion, do you think you share similar political views?
Impact - Reflection/Analysis of Teaching and Learning

This lesson is based on a very similar lesson I delivered in the past.  It has been re-written to incorporate a government teacher and class. When I did this lesson with only computer applications students, I was given some very articulate responses almost all students felt very passionately about the issues discussed. I am interested to see what impact the inclusion of a government professor will have.
Refinement - Lesson Extension/Follow-up

